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Since ancient Egyptian times,awnings have evolved from simple sun and rain protection
structures, to complicated, decorated, business advertising tools.
By the first half of the 19th century, awnings gained in popularity and were common features on buildings,
businesses, and homes. The materials they were made from included canvas and later, acrylic, vinyl and
polyester composites as well as other specialty fabric materials.
Over time, people began to realize that awnings are more than just shade structures, they’re excellent energy
savers. A good awning can cool your home up to 15 degrees and reduce solar heat gain up to 65 percent on
south-facing windows and 77 percent on west-facing windows! Best of all, awnings can reduce cooling costs up
to 50 percent, according to a study published by the Professional Awning Manufacturers Association, (PAMA), a
division of the Industrial Fabrics Association International (IFAI), a nonprofit trade organization headquartered in
Roseville, Minnesota.
Today, awnings are not only used for energy savings but they are also great advertising additions for any business.
Putting up an awning with sign graphics or color designs is a great way to attract potential clients. Adding the
company logo is also a great way to promote your businesses’ brand identity.
Eye catching, colorful designs can grab a person’s attention while they’re driving or walking by. How many times
have you walked by a business like a restaurant and their awning graphics have caught your attention?
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“Fabric awnings and canopies play a vital role in commercial spaces as the perfect answer for branding
opportunities, energy savings, landscaping solutions and expanded outdoor areas,” according to PAMA.
While having an awning with a graphic design won’t make or break your business, it can definitely help. So what
should you consider before purchasing an awning with graphics? First, it’s important to consider the type of
material. Should you use vinyl, acrylic, or canvas?
Where a business is located in terms of weather/climate will help determine the type of awning fabric you need.
For example, if a business is located in a rainy climate like Seattle, then a material that is waterproof and mildew
resistant is essential. Or if a business is located in Southern California – where the sun is always shining – then
using material that is ultraviolet ray, age, dirt, stain, and fire resistant is important.
Some canvas shops offer a variety of awning fabrics designed for different
climates. For example, Herculite Inc.’s Awning Fabrics provide extra outdoor
living space, protect interior furnishings from fading and ultra violet damage. All
of Herculite’s awning fabric brands employ unique film formulations, adhesive
systems, and the company’s Core Stabilized Process to ensure maximum
performance. Fabrics are waterproof and stay tight on the frame.
“Herculite Inc.’s Awning Fabrics provide
extra outdoor living space, protect
interior furnishings from fading and ultra
violet damage.”

Using the right fabric in the right climate is important because it saves on costly
repairs and fixes. After all, the fabric is the foundation of the awning. Choosing
the right material is essential.

Next, the awning frame is also something to consider. Awning frames can be fixed or retractable. They are made
from metals including aluminum, iron, steel or sometimes even wood. If you want a low maintenance awning,
then a fixed product is a good choice. Retractable awnings are great but also require a little more maintenance.
Either way, both retractable and fixed awnings can have graphics applied to them.
Once the right awning fabric and frame are chosen, it’s time to consider what type of graphic application is
best for your needs. For awnings, there are several ways to apply graphics. Some are simple and some are
complicated depending on the type of awning. Below is a list of several graphic application techniques for backlit, fixed, or retractable awnings.
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Types of Awning Graphic Applications
Pressure Sensitive
In this process, a computer generated design is mapped onto a pressure sensitive vinyl film. Any excess vinyl
material, not part of the design, is removed or “weeded” out, leaving only the graphic. The design is then
stabilized using a masking compound. Next, the design is adhered to the awning using both an adhesive and
pressure which allows for a tight bond. The more pressure applied, the better the bond. This process has a variety
of applications and can be used for cars, awnings, banners, and more.

Hand Painting
This method calls for directly hand painting designs onto an awning. While not ideal for back-lit awnings, this is a
very common graphic application. Precision and care is a must when using this technique.

Digital Printing Inkjet
This process is just like what it sounds. Using a digital printer, this technique prints a graphic directly onto
awning fabric. The printed design can be bonded to the fabric using heat. The designs can be printed in
photographic quality. An example of this technique is Herculite Inc.’s Bantex®Banner Media product for digital
printing. Bantex is the premier digital print media for all solvent based, UV curable and latex digital inkjet printers.
Optimal stock widths allow “full bleed” printing on 36” and 72” output. Bantex Banner Media graphic fabrics are
manufactured from the highest grades of polymer films to ensure ease of profiling and the highest resolution
possible. This process has become more common over the years as technology advanced and designs have
become more intricate.

Eradication
In this method, a solvent is used to remove surface color of a fabric and a design can be created. Often, this
process is used for back-lit awnings. This is an economical way to apply a graphic design to an awning. However,
this method can’t be used on most awning fabrics and costs can go up easily due to the special types of white
vinyl substrates the process requires.

Applique
In this graphic application process, a design is separately created and then adhered by sewing or adhering it
directly onto the awning fabric.
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From the list above, it may seem like applying graphics is a complicated process. Which method is right or the
best? The simple answer is that there is no one perfect awning graphic application process. The method you
choose will depend on the type of awning you have, what you’re looking for in terms of design and style, and
how much you want to spend.
One way to figure out what graphic application is best for your needs is to call a professional canvas shop that
can answer your questions and provide samples. Also, keep in mind that the above processes can be applied to
banners and large signs.
Looking at the list above, let’s focus on the Digital Printing and Inkjet graphic application process. Today, using
digital printing is more common as designs, logos, and patterns are becoming more-and-more complicated.
Using digital printing and inkjet graphic applications allows for a design to be applied by a computer’s precise
measurement so that even the most intricate of designs can be made. Thus, complicated designs aren’t a
big problem.
When using Digital Printing or Inkjet as a method to apply graphics to an
awning, consider also using vinyl as the base material for the project. A vinyl
and polyester composite is an excellent choice because it offers durability and
is waterproof. The fabric stays tight on the frame and can be coated with fire
retardant chemicals. The material is light and flexible. The composite offers
A vinyl and polyester composite is

versatility and flexibility.

an excellent choice because it offers
durability and is waterproof. The fabric
stays tight on the frame and can be coated
with fire retardant chemicals.

Finding the right fabric can be tough, that’s why contacting company’s like
Herculite Inc. is a great way to start an awning graphics project. Herculite offers
a graphic fabric that is great for Digital Printing or Inkjet designs.

Herculite’s Bantex® Banner Media products can be used for indoor or outdoor banner applications. Bantex
offers one or two-sided printing options and features photographic printing quality, and high performance
reinforcement.
Herculite’s Awning Fabrics are a perfect match to its Bantex Banner Media digital printing option. Hercuilte’s
Excel M Series is the company’s revolutionary new awning composite fabric. The textile features flexibility and
core fabric stability for awning structures of all sizes. The fabric is also waterproof, flame retardant, and heat and
RF sealable.
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Using a combination of Herculite’s Awning Fabrics and its Bantex Media Banner printing options is a great way to
create a structurally sound awning that’s eye catching and features a photographic quality design.
Awnings have evolved since the early 19th century. Awnings with graphics have proven to help businesses
increase their visibility and revenue potential, according to a PAMA news release.
“For restaurants and retail operations, visibility is critical to success,” according to the PAMA release.
Having an awning with graphic designs is a great investment for any business. One way to help ensure your
awning graphic fits your tastes and business needs is to have it custom engineered. Not every awning project is
the same and specifications vary.
Having a project custom designed and engineered is a great way to make sure the awning fits the building, is
tasteful, and uses the right fabric, frame, and design.
For more information about awning fabrics and graphics contact Herculite Inc. today at 1-800-722-0036 or visit
www.herculite.com.
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